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LETTER 


From 


M1nxisTERrs of the GosrerLr 


within the Province of London, whole 
_ Names are Subſcribed : 


Delivered to His Excellency by ſome of 
the Subſcribers, Jax. 18, 1648. 


With defire to have it communicated to the Gene- 
rall Councell of the Army. 


May it pleaſe your Excellency, with thoſe of your 
Conncell : | | 
WS re SSHereas of hate divers Applications 
[8 & - have been made, as well in writing 
EY 'S/ 5) as by verball Meſlages, inviting 


the Miniſtery of -Londo;or ſome of 
thery, to/mect with the Officers of 
the Army , in their conſultations 
about matters-of Keligion z We, 
= Miniſters of the Goſpel! wichia the 
Province of: Londen , iibld 'it our Dutie, as then' to re- 
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42) 


- fuſe any fuch meeting as was propoſed; ſo now to give 


your Lordſhip and your Couunceil the Reaſons of that 

Refuſall , leaſt by our filence wee ſhould ſeeine to be 

wanting in that ingenuity and Candor which becomes 

all, but eſpecially the Miniſters of Jeſus Chritt. And 

(a) Mr. Har- underſtanding that ſome of our Brethren, at one Confe- 

ſhall. ©. Fence before your Lordſhip and ſome of your Councell, () 

M-. Calany. and at another with ſome of your chiete Officers, (b) 

Mr. Whnakers. have alreadie maniteſted their diſlike, both of your late 

- - Sedewicke Ations towards 'many of the Worthy Members of the 

# — Honourable Houſe of Commons, and what likewiſe you 

(b) Mr. Whi= have publiſhed in your late Remonſtrance and Declara- 

_ alany tion , as your intention for ſetling the Aﬀaires of the 

ic. Kingdome , ( as wee were informed by ſome of them 

Mr. Aſh, gc. DIRNBGOMe , | y 3 

and willed thns to flgnifie, ) Wee. thought fic, hereby 

to manifeſt our Concurrence with thoſe our Reverend 

Brethren ; Humbly defiring, That while we -wſe that 

Plainnefſe and Freedome which becommeth the Ambal. 

ſadors of Chriſt, this our performance may not be miſ- 

interpreted, either as a tranſgrefling the Law of Chriſtian 

meeknefſe, or an exceeding the Bounds of Minilteriall 

liberty 3 Wee being commanded to cry aloud , and to 

Tift up our voyces as Trumpets, to ſhew the People their 
Tonnnong, and the houſe of Facob their finnes, 

Had a Conference been defired with us onely to have gi- 
ven you reſolution, whether the wayes wherein at the Jon: 
ſent you are walking, are agreeable to the Word of 
God , ( which Caſe indeed had beene ſuitable for pri- 
vate perſons to have propounded , and for Miniſters of 
the 'Goſpell to have reſolved ) Wee ſhould moſt willing- 
1y and freelyjhave , delivered our Judgements (as-.qur 
forementioned - Brethren, have done ) Lou's theke 
your praCtifes z and have given you this as our Advice, 
grounded upon Scripture ;- Namely, That in ſtead of 
proceeding further -in ſuch unwarrantable courſes, you 
ſhould, haye teſtified your timely and godly. ſorrow for 

; 4 waat 
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7 (3) 
what ( ſo clearely againſt the dire& Rule of the 
Word.) you have already ated, 


} And. if only for the clearing of this Caſe, a Conference 


k had been defired, It was from the firft profeſſed that we 
; ſhouid be ready and willing to meet, where and with whom 
ſoever, to aflert and maintain our Judgement therein. But 


as if the juſtneſſe of your way were already granted by us; 

We were onely invited to contribute our afliltance in pro- 

ſecution of what you had undertaken, which we conceive 

to be out of your Sphere; And for us to have joyned in 

any conſultations of this nature, would have made us ac- 

ceſlary unto them guilty of the evill which is in them, 

and even partakers of other mens ſinnes,contrary to the Apo» 1 Tim. 5.22. 
files rule, who bids us abſtaine even from all appearance of * Thel- s. 22. 
evill, and have no fellowſhip with the mafruitfull works of darks BPÞe% $31 
eſſe, but reprove them rather. 


It is already ſufficiently knowne ( befides all former 
miſcarriages ) what Attempts of late have beene put in 
praftice againſt lawfull Authority: Eſpecially by your'late 
Remonſtrance, and Declaration publiſhed in oppoſicion 
to the proceedings of Parliament ; As alſo by ſeizing and 
impriſoning the Kings perſon, without the knowledge 
and conſent of Parliament, and by that late unparal. 
led violence offered to the Members of it,. forcibly hinder= 

above one hundred of them (if we miſtake not 
the number ) from fitting in Parliament, Tmpriloning ma- 
ny of their Perſons ; though many of them are knowne 
to us to be men of eminent Worth and Integrity, and who 
have given -moſt ample Teſtimony of their reall At- 
fe&ions te the good fof the Kingdome ; and beſides all 
this, there is an incent of Framing and contriving a'new 
module, aſwell of the Lawes and Government of the 
Kingdome, as of the Conſticution of a new kinde of Re- 


preſentative ( as youcall it ) in ſtead of this and all tu- 
A 3 | tare 
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Prov; 24. 21% 
2 Thell.3.6. 


* &T4LX)ws 
Tir, 3. I, 


Rom. 13.1.2. 


(4) 

ture Pertiaments 3 and this to be Subſcribed througho'ie 
the Kingdome , under the notion. of an Agreement .of the 
People; as is Declared in your Iate Remunſtrance, of No- 
vember, 16. 1648. pag. 67. All which prattices we cannor 
but judge, to be manife{fly oppoſite, to the lawfull Au- 
thori'y of thoſe Magiſtrates, which God hath ſet over us, 
and to the Daty and Obedience, which by the Lawes of 
God and Man , and by our manifold Oathes and Cove- 
nants, we ſtand obliged to render to them. And therefore 
we Judge ic our Duty, rather to teſiifie our utter diſhke, 
and deteſtation, then to give any ( though buc implicite 
and interpretative) approbation of them. 


We remember the advice of Solomon, Feare thog the Lord, 
and the King," and meddle nor with them that are given 'to 
change 3 And that of Pau!, Withdraw from every Brother that 
walketh * diſorderly , and #0t according 20. the Traditions which 


you bave received of us : Off which this is one , Pat 


them in minde to be ſubjet to Principallities and Powers, and 
to obey Magiſtrates : And, Let every fuule be ſubjet} to the 
bigher Powers , for there is no power but of God , the Powers 
that be are Ordained of God : Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the 
Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God , and they that reſiſt , 


ſhall receive to themſelves dammation. The feare of God 


theiefore (whoſe Ordinance is violated, when Magiſtra- 
cie is oppoſed ) makes us afraid of medling with thoſe 
who without any Colour of Legall Authorkie,, meetel: 
upon the preſumption of Strength , ſhall attempt ' ſuc 
Changes as theſe are. And Wee.cannot but be deepely 
affe&ed with griefe and aſtoniſhment , to ſeethat an Ar- 
mie, rayſed by Authoritie of Parliament, for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Priviledges thereof , and of our Religi- 
on, Laesfand Liberties , ſhould contrarie to their 


and manyIngagements,do that which tends to the manifelt 
Subverfion of them all. Bs Te 
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Wee have not forgotten thoſe declared Grounds 
and. Principles: , upon which the Parliameat fu ft 
tooke up Armes , and upon which Wee were. 
induced to joyne with them (from which Wee 
have not hitherto declined , and We truſt through 
Gods grace never (ball. ) Wee remember , That 
when the King , with a multitude of Armed, meny 
demanded but a ſmall Number ( in compariſon 
of thoſe now ſecluded by you )- of the Members 
of Parliament : It was deemed. fuch an horrid 
Violation of their Priviledges, and an aft ſo Inju- 
rious , and Deſtruſtive to the. good of the King- 
dome, as had not (then ) any Precedent or Pa- 
rallel ; And of what nature ic was judged to Le, 
by a Parliament then free and full may ap- 
peare by the Order of the Houſe of Commons 
of Fanuarie 3- 2641. When, hearing bur of. a 
purpoſe in the King to Seiſe upon fame of their 
Members”, they Declared:, © It any Perſon what- 
& ſoever., {hall offex to Arreſt, or Detaine , the Per- 
« ſon of any Member. of this Houſe, without firſt 
& acquainting this Houle! therewith, and receiving 
<* farther Qrcder fromithis Houſe, F bat ir is lawful 
& for ſuch: Mea1ber,or any Perſon to afliſt him,andiro 
< ſtand upon his: or their Guard of Defence, and 
« to: make 'reliltance, . according to the. Prateftari- 
© 6n taken ta Defend the: Priviledges of Parlias 
© ment ; and by' the Declaratian' of-. Fanart | x71 
& 164.4, That the Aoreſting.of any Member of Par« 
<« lament, . by any: Warrant whaiſoever;; withour 
& a Legall Proceeding. againtt theax, and: withour 
<« cenſent; of that Houſe , whereof ſach - Perfon' is 


&<.a Member, hag the: Libertie of: the: Subj 
© and:a Breach of; Priviledge of —obrriery _ 
© the Pexfatwhich ſhall Arreſt! any of theſe Per 


& {ons 
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<{on,or any other Member of the Parliament, is 
* Declared a Publique Enemie of -the Common- 
&yealth: 

And: this Violation. of their Priviledges, was 
that which did Occaſion ficſt a Guard , and was 
afterwards one Reaſon of rayling an Armie : But 
that an Armie thus rayſed by their Authoritie, and 
for their Preſervation, ſhould now ſo farre exceed 
that AQ which was then eſteemed without Paral- 
lel, could hardly have beene Imagined by us, had 
not our Eyes beene Witnefles of it. 

- And although both Houſes of Parliament (who 
 are-Joyntly together withthe King,intrufted with the - 
Supzeame Authoritie-of the Kingdome ) ſaw cauſe 
to take up Armes for their owne Defence, againſt 
the Attempts made upon them by the King aud his. 
Evill Councellours; and for the Preſervation of the/ 
Proteſtant Religion Eſtabliſhed (which was then in- 

dangered by the growth of ſeverall Erreurg and 
"Innoyations ;) and for the ſecuring of the Fun-'>. 
damentall Lawes and Confticmtions of the King- 
dome, which they apprehended then to be under- 
minded by fevezall Lilegall incroachments : Yet, 
this cannot bepleaded as any Juſtification or Pre- 
ccdent for you (who, in reference to the, Power of 
ey, 79 , are but private perſons )*to uſurpe 
an Au thoritie over King and Parliament-; and' 
to interme dle with affaires which belong not to 
you, For the Lawes of God, Nature, and ' Nations, 
together with the Diftates of Reaſon, and the 
common conſent of all Caſuifts allow-that tothoſe 
which are intruſted with: managing the Supreame 
Authoritie of a State or Kin » Which rhey doe 
not allow to a multitude of Private Perſons,though 
they have ſtrength intheir hands toclfe&it, | 


And 


( 
And moreover , wr. "50 PARLIAMENT 
thus rook up Arms for the defence of their Perſons 
and Priviledges, and the Preſervation of Religions, 
,Lawes , and Liberties; Yet was it not their intention 
thereby to do violence to the Perſon of the K-1N 6, 
.ordeveſt him of his Regal Authority, and what of right 
belongeth to him , ( as appeares by their many Decla- 
rations in that behalf ; ;) Much leſle. was it their pur- 
$ to fubyert and overthrow the whole frame and 
ndamentall conſtixution of the Government of the 
Los dome, or to give power and MEROrRy to any 
rlons. whatſoever ſo to do. 
F* "And therefore wee apprehend our ſelves obliged 
thus to apprare for the maintenance of our 'Religion, 
Lawes and Libertics, together with the Conſtitution, 
'Power and Priviledges of Parliament, and the ſetled 
Government of the Kingdome ; both;on the one hand, 
againſt all Malignant Counſcls-.and. Delignesfor the 
itrodu 10n of an Arbitgary.and Tyrannical power 1 
*the King ; 4.05 anger po wn againſt all jrregular 
licentious dings of private Perſons, tending to 
the ſuby - n of them , - and to the introduRion of 
Anarchy , C Profaneneile,, and Ereli- 
ton, 
by And we arc the more trongly engaged thus to ad- 
here firmely to theſe our former jult Principles , by 
then F.., the Ren Oaths and —_— generally 
taken roughout Kingdome, as Proteffdtior 
of May. 5. 1641. wherein we do.1n.the preſence of 
** Almighty God promiſe, vow and proteſt, accarding 
*co the duty of our Allegianceto maintainand defend 
& with gur pr pawer and eſtates,His Majelijes Royal 
- rſon ; Fokume and Eſtate, (dhe Bow and Pri- 
Viledges: a) As aff bythe How and.Eoye- 
at, Lords and Commonshayedeclared, 


P; 


ua the Had then been a txechecoue& rnd deg PP 
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=_ OI NY 
""q0frprize the Cities of Long and Weſtminſter with 
the Suburvs,and by Arms ti force the?arliament: And 
*{fnding by conſtant expericnce,that many ways of force 
«and treachery are continually attempted &c Required 
«.Thit all that are- cruc-hearred any tovers of their 
© :Country . ſhould bind themſelves each to other in that 
-«& ſacred Vow arid Covenant , wherein: we declare our 
-< 4þhorring and- dereſting the ſaid wicked and treache- 
* rous'defigne, and that we would according to our. 
«power and vocation oppoſe andreliſt the ſame, and 
«att other of the -like- 44:nrc. And likewife by. the 
Solemn League and Covenant for the Reformation ant 
Aefence of Religion , the- Hanour and Happineſſe of the 
KING, the Peace and Safety of the Kingdomes, & 6. 
« Wherein we have Covenanted, That .we will fincerely, 
« really and conſtantly inour ſeveral Vocations, endea- 
© your to preſerve the Rights and Privitedges. of. the 
<PAaRkLIAMENT $;-. and Preſerve and Defend the 
3 <K1NG'SMAIES-THES Perion and Anchority, 
< in the preſervation and detence of the true Religion, 
<« and Liberties of the Kingdoms ;..chat the World may 
& heare-witneſſe” wich onr-Confſciences of our Loyalty, 
<« and chatwehave no thoughts or intentioao diminiſh 
<« His Majeſties juſt power and greacneile, .* - 
| - Inall which obligations, though the matter of them 


may be,in part, ot Civil concernment, yer the.bond aad 
tye of an Oath and Covenant is Religious, facred, and 
inviolable, Which though ſome; may eſteem no mare 
then an eAimanack ont of date, yer we look upon ic as 
the-Oxti of GOD, in whoſe Name. we have ſworne, 
and who will certainly require it at our hands. , 
| Weknow with what a jealous eye , and ſevere-hand,, 

the LoKp avenged the quarrel of his Covenar made 
| by Zedtkah rothe King of Babylon, though extorred 

Zz6% 17. 14, from him; and prejudicial to him. Shallhe proſper (Faith 
| OL Pa tabs aftnrwekrraban, dh + Mi 
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ITY OO | COAT TNT., oo. 
Breah the Covenant , and be delivered? As I live, ſanth 


the Lord, ſeeing he ape the Oath by breaking the Co 
wenant (When lo, he had given bis hand ) he tall not eſcape. 
T herefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As 1 live, furely mighne 
Oath that he: bath defpiſed, and my Covenant that be 
hath broken, even it will I recompence upon hu own head. 
Wedare not therefore.(when we have lift up our hands 
to the' moſt High Cod) by the' violation of a more. 
righteous Oath , provoke the wrath of the.Lord againſt 
us, who is the Searcher of all hearts, and to whom we 
mult give an Accompt at the Great Day. _ 7." 
. In ſtead therefore of joyning in' Conſiltation' with 
you ; We do carneſtly intreat you , in the name of ouc 
Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Ambaſſadours we 
are , That, you would commune with-your own hearrs, 
Conſider the evil of your preſeht wayes , -and turnfrom 
ther ; Remember from whence youare fal.en,, and re- 
pent and do your firſt 'works.You were once honorabtfe 
and precious in the eyes of s.ant others of Gods ſer- 
vants, While you kept in Gods way , - and within your 
own ſpheare ; you had” our hearts, our help, and our 
Prayets for ſucceſle therein : Put atas ! you have cclipfed 
your own glory , and brougtit a'Cloud over all your 
excellencies. You are now walking in by-paths of yorr 
own, wherein we dare not fay, -T he bleſſing of the Lord 
be upon yon, We bleſſe you inthe name of x Lord, nor 


* bid rouGod fheed, / we be partakers of Jour evil deeds, 


4 aA 43z 


In ſtead of preſerving the Truth and purity of. Religion 


andthe Worſhip of God ; we feare,you are opening a 


door to. deſperate and. damnable Errors and Herefies 
againſt the Trurh of God , and-ro many licenrious and 
wicked'praRices agiinſt the worſhip and wayes of God, 
How is Religion” made to ſtink by reaſon of your miſ- 
cariages,and like to become a ſcorn and a reproach in all 
the Chriſtian world ? How are the faces, of Gods faichful 
ſervants covered' withſhame, and their hearts filled wirh 

Rp ains ' B'a'- te — 


PA. 1291.8, 


2 John, v.1l. 
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Tudev.s, 11. 
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Or Saints. 

Num-16.3, 
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(10) + 
and grief by. reaſon. thereof? How is the Golden Cord 
of ,Goverhment broken in ſander ? the Honor. and: Au- 


thority of Magilttacy laid: in the Duſt. How hath the 
Parliament, Which ſuſtained: the force and oppofition of 
profeſſed Encmies*for' many years , . been. made con- 
cormgevic and torn in pieces by profeſſed friends in one 
ay? vx ; | 

: AM canrtot but know how fully and frequently Gods. 
Word commandeth arid inforceth obedience and ſub- 
miſſion to Magiſtrates, forbidding alſo and condem- 
ning, (and that rinder' paia of, damnation,)ſach praQtices 
astheſe of yours are. As likewiſe what ſevere ar rm 4 
and exemplary judgements from God have been de- 
notinced againlF and inflited on the Contemners and. 
Oppolers of this his Ordinance, You know what a 
Brand the Apoſtle 7«de ſets upon thoſe that deſpiſe 
Dominion and ſpeak; evill of Digniteis. Wo unto them 
(Lith he;) for rhey have gone 3n the, way of Cain; - and 
runne greedily after the errour 0 Balaam for a reward, 
and Os the gaine- ſaying of Corah. 

. You know the tad A of Corah , Datban,and 
eAbiram in their-mutinons Rebellion , and Levelling_ 
defigne againſt Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, in- the Per- 
ſons. of Moſes and eAaron, Yon take too much upon 
you (ſaid they to Moſes and Aaron) Seeing all the 
Congregation are holy, Wherefore then lift you up your 
ſelves above the Congregation of the Lord? Which 
Moſes feares not to call A gathering together againſt 
the Lord, and. warnes the people: to + avoide their 
company , Depart row the- Tents of theſe wicked 
men, and touch nothing of theirs, leaſt yee be conſu- 
med in all their ſmnes; After which. the Earth open- 
ed her mouth, - and ſwallowed them up, with all 
that appertained. to them : And: yer there were in- 
that Rebellion a conſiderable number of Eminent 
men, tWo hundred aud fifty Princes of the eAſſembly 
famons in the Congregation, men of Renowne, . 4 


(11) 
| "And conſonant to the tenor of the Scriptures here- 
in,, hath alway been the -conftant judgement and: 
| doQrine of Proteſtant Divines both at home and- a - 
| broad, with whoſe Judgements we do fully concutre z- 
| diſclaiming, deteſting and abhorring the wicked and. 
bloody Tenents and PraQtices of Jeſyites, (the worſt of. 
4 Papiſts,) concerning the ' oppoſing of lawfull -Magi- 
Rrates by private Perſons, and the  murthering of 
Kings by any, though under the moſt ſpecious and- 
colourable pretences. Which Jeſuiticall Principles. and 
Counſels we feare, may have too great aconcurrence 
with, if not an influence upon theſe late tranſs 
actions. as fs 
Now we deſire you ſcrioufly, and as in the fight of 
God, to examine your owne hearts and wayes, and 
to deale with your ſelves as ſometimes Nathan did 
4. with David. Put caſe ſome other Party of men inthe 
Kingdome, whoſe Principles had not been concurrent 
with yours, ſhould have attempted aRs of ſuch a na- 
ture, as thoſe that you have performed ; as ſeifing the 
y Kings.Perſon, and removipg him from place to place 
without and againſt his and the Parliaments conſent: 
would it not. have been. judged. by.you an intolerable 
contempt both of his and their authority ? Put caſc 
they and their Confederates had attempted the remo- 
vall of the Parliaments Guards, ſecured or inhibited a. 
great number of their Members , contrived and pro- 
moted new Modules of their- owne, deſtrucive tothe 
being both of this aad all other Parliaments, with other 
2ts of the like nature; we appeale to your: owne- 
' oh copſciences, what clamours-and accuſations againſt 
| them would from your ſelves have proceeded. And. 
if in other Ferſons you would condemaec the fa#, the 
Lord - grant you hearts to ſee who are the men, Was 
it once a crime ofthe higheſt nature, to endeavour 
the ſuberfion of the fundamentall Laws: of the King- 
dome todifiyadethe calling.or perſwade the difoharioa | 


wp 
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-&f Parliaments -" to countenance Arminians, or-con- 


E Rom, \N 32» 


Rom, 2.1.3+ 


Verſe 2.6.11. 


Ly *Eecleſc 8.14. 


nive at Papiſts : and catric be now commendable ico 
cofitrive the ſubverſion of the whole Lawes and Go- 
vernement of the Kingdome all at once; and inſtead of 
a few errouts-to allow, (as we feare ſome amongſt 


you indeavour,Y a totaWimpunity, and univerſall To- 
r 


eration of all: Religions?! 'Be'nor deceived,[ God is not 
mocked : He knows how frequently - you- condemne- 
that asa great crime jn others, ' which you would haye 
accoumed a vertue in your ſelves ; ,But God who is no 
reſpeRer of Perſons atloweth no ſach rule. - Thoſe who 


knowing the judgement of God, ' that they which Lane | 


ſuch things are worthy of death ; not only do the ſame 
things, but have Pleaſure in , ( 0r, conſent with) 
them that db them, in judging anotber condemne thens- 
ſelves. And: thinkeſt thou this, O-man, that jullgeſt them 
which do-ſwch things, and doeft the ſame that thou ſhalt ej» 
cape the judgement of God? No furely., we are ſure the 
Pmdgement of God is according to truth, againſt them 
which. commit ſuch things, Who Will render to 'every 
man iaccordiig 'to his leeds 5; For there is. no reſpett 'of 
We defire thiryvou would not be too confident on' 
former Succelles. If ' God have made you proſper 
while 50u were in His way, this can be no warrant tor 
you to walk in wayes of your owne, and promilec 
your ſelves Succeſle tlierein;; Nay, if through ' Gods 
permiſfion- -(-for reaſons beſt knowne to himſtife ) 
you have had or may have Succefle in an Evil way, 
yet is it no juſtification thereof, nor- incouragement 
to proceed therein. Yea, you know; that it is one of 
the -greateſt- Judgements, when'God'fuffers met to 
proſper- in ſinfull courſes. Wiſe® F4/o-20n tels ns from 
his owne experience, that ;here be ſometimes juſt men 
zo: Whom it happeneth according to the work of the Wick... 
ed; again,” There be Wicked-men to whom it happen. 
.eth according to the warkgdf the -righteons : Fhere 4) 


Juſt 


"can come to paſſe at all, ynleſſe the, per 


= (13). gs 
juſt nav that. periſ»:th in bis righteouſneſſe., and there Ecclef. 7.19, 
#.4 Wicked man that prolongeth hi 1i't in his Wicked- 
neſſe: But becauſe ſentence againſt as evill work j+ not exe« 
cured ſpeedily, ſhall therefore the heart of the ſonnes of 
men be fully ſet inthem to do. evil? God forbid, 
* And therefore the Providence of God (which is 
ſo often pleaded in juſtification of your wayes ) isno 
ſafe rule to walke by, .eſpecially in. ſuch aQs as the 
. Ward .of God condemanes. . God doth nox approve 
the" pratice of whatſoever his Providence doth 'per- - 
mit. When: David, in the cave, kad an, opportanity. tp * 
deſtroy Sau, (who was then in aQuall, purſuance of -- 
him for his life,) Davids men make uſe of- ſuch.an Ar- - 
gument from Providence, Behold, (ay they, the day of 
which the Lord ſaid unto thee , "Behold, 1 will deli-er x Sam.14 45. 
thine enemy into thine hand "that thou .maieſt do. to him 'as 6,7,14+ 
it ſhall ſceme good runto thee:, bat David ngicher dacſt 
_himſelfe, nor would permit his, mep to mike uſe there- 
of; bur faich,7 he Lord ferbid chat 1 fbonld. do this thin g 
wnto my Maſter the Lords e Annoynted, to ſtretch fort 
my. band againſt bim..\ Againe,, whea David found . 
Saul (leeping inhis French, behold a Providence (might 
eAbiſhpat have ſaid) God, faith ie bark delivered heme 1Sam-26.8,9% . 
enens) -4nta._. thine-hand this day, now therefore let" me ; 
[mite him, &c.- . No, ſaith David, Deſtroy bins not; for 
who. can ſtretch forth hy hand agaia(t the” Lords «An 
noznted ,. end -be. guiltleſſe? But if, to follow Provi- - 
dence, had beene. a ſufficient warrant D.vi4 ſhould 
have taken another. courſe. In ſumme; if this be a 
good whgrant , nothing can be a finne, for WA EF. 
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vidence of God afford an opportunity,, ... + - -, 
; Nor wit faferg be guided: by Impulſes' of Spirit;* or |: 
pretended imprefions on. yous beats, withour or 4a- 
gainſt the_ralte of Gods wyitten Word, For, by this 
means the temptations of Satan, "and the motions of 
Ges ſpirit will be pur in equall” baffatice; -A , =p = 
f ELIE... 
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deſire you likewiſe bn A: whcthes any Hiſtory, fa- 
.cred or profane, recordeth any exampfe of an impulſe 
of ſpirit falling upon Multirudes of Perſons ar the 
fame time, - putting them all at once. upon performan- 
.ces.contrary to morall Precepts ; as alfo, whether ſuch 
Perſons who are a&cd by an impulſe of ſpirit, can 
Command Others who .want it, (nay, who do not ſo 
.much as pretend to have it)ro do that unto, whichthem. 
ſelves pretend to be ſo incited? We know thar it is 
the duty of Chriſtians,. to try ſuch jnſtigations by the 
"Word of God, and examine how well they agree 
'thereunto, that they may accordingly.judge, whether 
-it be the voice of God, or the voice of Satan,and of their 
owne corrupt hearts, that prompreth*them. To the 
1%.:3.:20, Law ang to the Teſtirhony, . if they ſpeak not accord- 
MTN” ing. tothi word, it ts becauſe. there is no li ht in them. 
5 Apdftle Peter direfts the Jewes to whom' he 
"wrote, . to adhere to the word written, 'as tO' a #2070 
ſure word of Propheſie. By the ſame Rule, whereby we 
guſt ery tbe ſpirie , we muſt alſo try the uſes of 
ſpirit, otherwiſe we do exceedingly ſtrengthenthe 
ves hands againft our owne foules,” and rempt him to 
rempt us. NE ag EY Sara _ 
: " beyond all rhis. you plead Neceſſity of doing 
thus, Tcaſt what you prerend /as a glorious worke, 


might clſe miſcarry, and therefore venture on theſe 
Wayes, 'which are by your ſelves confeſſed to be EY O- 


2 Petelo1 9. 


gular and not juftifyable ; We anſwer, that no "necel- 
fir Eno pie ſing; God ſtands not inneed 
of ourſinne ro carry 6n his owne worke. 7/MYee /; 
wickedly for Gotl, and talk deceitfully for him ? faith Tob, 
" Andyer thisPlea of necery is ofthe Jeſſe wright 
your caſe,becauſe, wefear,the ends you aimext, arc no 
more juſtifiable” then the means 'you' uſe; and rhe ne- 
< x praded'Þ either meerly pretended;or at leaft con- 
| by your owne,hiſcarriages, 68 < | £3. ti - *: Cas 
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- But if at any time a Precept of God maybe diſpenſed with 
upon a Neceſſity : Yet, we ſuppoſe your ſelves will grant, That 
this neceſſity mult be Abſolute,Preſent,and Clear;nor Doubrful, 
Uncertain,andConjeRural,as that which'is alledged in your caſe 
pra needs be, it beng deed onely by'your ſelves and your 
party. It is molt apparent to us, that there was of late no 
xt” >a at all of theſe your wry gh praftices; the Parliament 
being(cill forced by you)ful and what was Covenant- 
ed for, and (if we ke not) cya, was agreed upon long be- 
fore by the Parliaments of both Kingdoms. Beſides, you have 
your ſelves by anOath to preſerve his Majcſties perfon, 
and the Priviledges of Parliament ; and this is moſt clear, That 
no Neceffity can jaſtific Perjury, or r diſpence with lawful Oaths; 
That dreadful flying Roll being ready to ſciſe upon him that Zech. 5.4 FT 
ſweareth falſly J. the Name of God. An example of which 
ſevere judgement from God, for the violation of an Oath, you 
have in Saul, who though he = out of a good intention, 1 hz 
zeal to the children of 1ſrael, (lay the Gibeonites (a people for- 
merly accurſed, and who had rs frond ocured a Covenant 
from 7o/pua above two hundred. years before) yet for Sas > Same 21- 
breaking of that Covenant, was che whole Kingdom of _ bath 
and his ity in particular, moſt ſeverely, puniſhed by God 
We. do therefore upon the whole matter, ſeriouſly bras 
you, as inthe ſight of God, to recede from theſe evil wry | 
and contain your ſelves within your own bounds, to learn 
Zobn Ba ptijts Leflon for Soldiers, Do violence to no man ( or, Luke 3.14 
put no man in fear) neither accuſe any man falſly, and be content 
with your Wages, But if you perliſt in theſe ways, behold, you Num. 32. 
have ſinned againſt the Lord, and be ſure your fin will find7 you 
out ; and take heed, leſt, when the hand of God ſhall avertake 
you, ' and turn the wheel upon you, you bafound to ſuffer both 
Xs evil deers, and as Pufie Lye in other mens npatters. r Pet.4.15, 
And when you ſhall thus return to your duty ; as we ſhall 
havecauſe to bleſs God for it, ſo we ſhall not need- to fear 
thoſe threatnings which ſome of us have received- (we fay not M.Peters 
from your ſelves, yer) from Meſſengers direQed (as they in. &c. 
formed us) immediately from your ſelves, to ſome of us, That 
if We perfiſt ta ſtir up the pe = to Sedition (for lo it ſeems 
,” our 


(16) 
our bewailing your (ins before the Lord, is interpreted) and 
Soldjers do 15 a miſchief , We may thank. onr ſelves, That 
if. there follow another War , you Will give quarter to none 
that ſtands againſt you ; That you Will fpare neither may, Wo- 
may, ver childe, Engliſh or Strauger. Bug if theſe onr Exhor- 
tations prevail not, we have diſcharged our duty, and, wehope, 
Ezek 33.9. delivered over own ſouls ; pndif ir be our portion to fuffer, we 
1 Ver. 4.16. truſt we ſhall ſuffer as Chriftians , and for Welt-doing , and 
1 Pero 3oT7« that ſuch ſufferings ſpall be acceptable With Ged; in Whoſe 
I ky febt the death of his Saints i precions ; Who when he maketh 
Pla. 9. 12. #qutiſition for blood, forgetteth net the cry of the humble ; gnd 
* though ſome of us were told by one of the Meſſengers fent 
M.Peters. from you, That if we pat owr ſelves upon ſuffering, we ſrall 
Dan- 3 17. bave ſuffering enough ; yet we know, That the God Whom we 
ſerve #5 able tp deliver us + To whom, in the diſcharge of our du- 
i Tet.4-19. [Y, We cowmit the keeping of our ſouls, as to a faithful Creator. 
Ang thus out of a zcal to Gods glory, a care to difchary 
our own duties, and an hearty dcefire after the comfort a 
falvation of your ſoyls, we have freely and faithfully declared 
our judgments concerning your late and prefent proceedings. If 
the Lord pleaſe te make ic eFeual for your Reformation, we 
and all the Churches of Chriſt ſhall have cauſe to bleſs God for 
you ; but if for eur ſins, and the fins of the Land, the Lord 
ſhall make you inſtruments of miſery and confafien (which 
your preſcat aftingsdo certainly tend to )we will ſay with F&, 
z Sama. 3.18 it 34 the Lord, let bins dombat fremeth him good. But we hope 
berter things of you, and ſabſcribe our felves, 


fan, 17 1648. Togr ſervants inthe Lord, 
T ho: Gataker, Paſtor of Rocherhith. 
George Walker, Paſtor of lohn Evan- 
gone. Dale 4. 
Arthur Fackson , Paſtor of Michael 
V V oodftreet. 
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Char: ve Ofipring Paſtor of Anthotines. 


Henry Robrough, Paſtor of Leonards 
Eaftcheap. ; 

Nicholas Profet , Miniſter of the 
. word at Foſters. 

T homas Caſe, Miniſter of Maudlins- 
Milkſtreet. 

Stanly Gower, Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Martins Ludgate. 

Andrew Faneway, of Alhallows onthe 
VVall. 

Samuel Clark , Miniſter of Bennet- 
. Fynk. 

Tho: Clandon , Paſtor of Alhallows- 
Barking. 

Fobn Wall, Miniſter of Michael- 
Coralill. x 

Iames Cranford , Paſtor of Chriſto- 


-phers. 
Iames Nalton, Laſtor of Leonard 


Foſterlane. 
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T ho: Cawton, Paſter of Bartholomew 
Exchange. _. | "0 
* Tobn Fuller, Miniſter. of Butolphs Bi- 
-  ſhopſgate. _ 
Francis Roberts, Paſtor of Auſtins.. 
William Tenkin, Paſtor of Chriſt- 
Church. 


Elidad Blackwel, Paſtor of Alhallows 
Underſhatt. 


William Harriſon, Miniſter of Grace- 
Church. 


Tobn Sheffield, Miniſter of Swithins. 
Matthew Haviland, Miniſter of Tri j 
ity pariſh. 


Ges Smalewood, Paſtor of Mildreds 


Poultrey. 


Wilkam T aylor , Paſtor of Apeſines 
Colemanſtreet. \ 


Chriſtopher Love, Paſtor of Ana AL 7, 
der [gate. . "«; . 
Robert Mercer, M le of Brides. 
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Ralph Re Robinſon ; Paſtor of Mary- 
| VVoolnoth. 


Wilkam Blackmore, Paſtor of Peters 
Cornhil. 


Fran: Peck, Paſtor of Nicholas A- 


CONS, 


Stephen W, aides, Miniſter of the Go- 
' ſpel at Saviors Southwark. 


Willam Wickins, Paſtor of Andrew 


Habbard. 
Tobn Wallis, Miniſter of MartinsIron- 

y .  monger-lane. 

j Tbomas Manton, Klinifier of Stoke- 

Newington. 

T ho: Gonge, Miniſter of Sepulchres. 

| T ho: W. -ijon,Paſtor of Stevens VVal- 

| brook. 

N athaniel Staniferth , Miniſter of 
7”, Mary Bothaw. 
I Tobn Halk, Preacher at Alhallows on 


the V Fall. | 4 
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Toby Glaſſeock, Miniſter ofthe Goſp el 
at Andrew Underſhaft. 
| Thomas Whately , Paſtor of Mary- 
| V Voolchurch. 
Iacob Tice, Paſtor of Buttolph Bil- 
 lingſgate. | 
Jonathan Lloyd, P aſtor of lames Gar- 
I:ckhith. 
John Morton, Paſtor of Newington- 
Buts. 
Toſhuah Kirby, Miniſter of the word. 
Arthur Barham, Paſtor of Helens. 
Ben: Needler, Paſtor of Margaret 
Moſes. 
lobn Wells; Minifter.of Olaves Fory. 
Robert Matthew, Miniſter of An- 
drew VVardrobe. 
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